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| The Duty of Subjects 


REINFORC'T, 


- Eſpecially in the Choice of Their © - 1 
Kepreſentatives 


To Sit in | 


PARLIAMENT; 


INA 
LETTER ©: FRIEND. | 
Occafioned by T7 _ 
His Majeſty's | 

Moſt Gracious Declaration in Ce oupel], 


SIR, 


| but of great Importance - . Had ſuch a one been ſent You 


" _ thing elſe bur Popery. and Excluſionz and could you have 
had it well * noted for Genuine and Authentick you would have 


_——_ i with a Ronny Wecome. . 


'Tis 4 Copy of His Majeſty" 5 moſt Gracious ts. 3 A De 


claration fo Mature and Sealonable, ſo Full and Well-advifd, d,, that 
we muſt not look upon it as the Crafty Artifice of a Politick Uſur- 


per » Nor asthe violent Bxtortion ,of the Paſſionate and:Miftaken 


Faftion that 0 -- ar Him . ; But as /the Natural Emanatign of 
n 


His Princely d and Heroick Genercfity , condeſcending to ob-. 
A viat 


* 
K 
a 
. 


Have ſent wk a Pref: "A Indoel ; 3 "tis of foall Bull 


> ſome years fince, when the Peoples Ears were filld with no- 


a4 4 wag 4 I—_ boat non ide ewes nn he 


* C2) 


viate the affeted Weakneſs bf foe, and to Cure that which was 


really fo 1n others. +. -. 


Herein His -CMajeſty has done us the Honour to own Gur affe. 
Ction to the Morarchy , and our Zeal in contending for the Go- 
wvernment as now Eſtabliſhed.in Church aud State : 


Life and Forwpe, be made bimſclf our;Gravd Exemplar, when he 
was in the ſtation of a Szbjee, So that Bis Title t6 the Crown by 


SHcceſſion , has been rarely Embellifh'd by Hzs Merits, And 7 his 
the Gratitude of the Nation'did once acknowledges 


But what is more eminently remarkable, ev'n ſince the higheſt 
Providence has Cloth'd him with the Soveraign Power , he has pre- 
vented our ExpeGation,. and gone before us-in Proteſting. His P3- 
OUS Reſ/ olutioffis, to maintain thoſe. Intereſts of Riligion and- Property, 
which we accolint the deareſt io uf, OO © L 


Obſerve his own Words; where, - after a moſt endearing Pro- 
miſe to follow his late Maje#ies Example in Clemency and 7 ender- 
neſs to His Pegple , He goeson + I haze. been reported-to-be a Man 
for Arbithary Power z But that is not the onely Story has beext made 0 
me: And 1 fhall make it my Endeauours to Preſerve this Government 
both in Church and State, as it is vow by Law Eſtabliſhed. I know 
the Principles of the Church, of England are for Monarchy, and the 
Members of it have. ſhemed. themſelves Good ayd Loyal Subjeds; theres 


fore I ſhall alwanes take Care to Defend and Support it. I know 100, 


That the Laws of England are ſufficient. 10 make the King as Great a 
Monarch as Þ tan wiſh: And as 1 ſhall-ntver depart from the Juſt 
Rights and Prerogative of the Crown, ſo I ſhall never Invade any Mans 
Property; T1 have often heretofore ventured my Lif- in Defence of this 


N ations and I ſhall ſtill go as far as any man ian preſerving it in all its 
Juſt Rights and Liberties. 


His -Inflexible Juſtice , with the rare Complexion of his other 
Princely Vertues , have worthily been admired with equa] Love 
and Reverencez and theſe have hitherto been the Support of our 
Juſt Confidence: but now he has vouchſated to give us his Rojal 
Word, which flowing from a Voluntary Inclination to be Gracious, 
has hitherto had the Honour to be eſteem'd [rviolable and Sacred, 
Wefind that the moſt plauſible Pretences of Jealouſie, in Merr of 
honeſt Minds, do vaniſh into Dream and mcer Deluſion; and we 


cannot but in reaſon acquieſce in fuch aſſurance, with the Joy of a 
full and hearty SatisfaG7on. 


We know the Srggeſtions of Deſigners had raisd 7. prejudice ſo 
ſtrong in ſome Credulous and Well-meaning Perfons , that they 
grew too obſtinat to be driven to their Duty 3 but we doubt not 
ſuch Encouragements as have been freely heap'd upon them, wall 


11 


and he 1s pleaſed 
_ to Remind us, That 1n his own Practice, to the utmoſt hazard of 


(3) | 
in a little time melt the moſt Obdurate, and make them grow fo 


'Tra&able, as to be won,and eaſily led by the ArtraGive of fuch Great 
and Wiſe Examples, 


In ſhort; we ſee, Sir, that the God of Peace and Order has been 
. pleal'd 50 Decide the great Point of Succeſſion, by his own #g0d Provi- 
' dence, according to his own ſtanding Law and Ordinanze : Herein, 

he never calPd upon is Kogal Highneſs to enter a Caution for his 


| Good Behaviour, which ſeems tobe a ſufficient Bafſle to the Witand 
Malice of all ferce Excluders, 


His Regal Highneſs has not been very forward to declare himſelf 
in the matter of this Debate, and His Reſert edneſs has been made 


a Riddle , and ſubject to as many Readings and Deſcants, as Mens 
fancy or humour can invent. | 


| I ſhall only obſerve this iri the Caſe. Some Men have their privat 
Sentiments, which they will not generally be oblig'd to account tor: 


tho ſuch Men be ſingular in their Carriage, yet their Deſige may 
be very innocent, and tree from miſchief, 


That The Proteſtant Party 1s of ſome moment in ſwaying the Bal- 
' lance of Chriſte: dow, 1s no Secret 3 and if the Church of England be 

of any advantage to His Maje#y herein, as no doubt it is ( when 
Matters are ducly weiglvd )) we may be confident, he will not part 
with an Intereſt of that Importance of Nothing Beſides, his great 
Experience tells him, That the Gates of Hell and in the way to Kome, 
as well as to Churches of another Denomination; and 'tis not a blind 
Fate that can ſecure us from the Nanger +bo< Theo. us GU 
thence, but our own Diligence, and a prudent ConduF in the Dy. 
tic; of a Chriſtian Converſation, And we may take It for an infallible 
Maxim, That bis Magnanimity, and the ſenſe of his own Greatneſs; 
will never ſuffer him to fink ſolow, as to becomea YVaſal to his Holj- 

zeſs, as their Canon-law does make him. | 


What Meaſures the Diſſenters intend to take, we ſhall underſtand 
mote certainly by their enſuing EleGFion of Repreſentatives ; {or 
in ſuch voluntary afd equivocal Gererations, Men commonly follow 


the fancy of their own Likeneſs, and we may fay of ſuch, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays of Idols, They that make them are likennto them, and ſo 
are all ſuch as put their Truſt in them. 


Weare ſure, ſuch as are well affected to the King and Church, 
will not chufe their Ememres to Vote in their Concerns; they will 
not be guilty of ſuch a Solzciſze in their PraFice: And is it pros 
bable, on the other fide, that ſuch as have been in aFnal Rebellion: 
againſt the Crown, and have made a Spoil of all Sacred Eſtabliſhments 
in theChurch,and embroil'd their Native Conntrey into a Brutith Cons 
fuſton 3 1s 1t probable that ſuch Men ſhould be fit Inftruments to 
ſettle us mn that Splendour and Tranquillity which ſo ancient and 
Renownd a Monarchy may juſtly Ghallenge ? He thatreflecs upon 
the Havock, ſuch Men have lately made among(t us, if he be well 
in his Wits, can ne'r believe it. 0 
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I muſtnot be underſtood of fuch as have ſeen their Errovr, and 
retracted it 3. but of the hardy, and unrelenting + and you may af- 
ſure your ſelf, ſuch whoſe Fingers are ſtill itehing at Church-lands, 
and the Revenue of the Crown 3, ſuchas can ferve God by none but 
| a Modelof their own conceiving, and have worldly Endstoferve by 
fuch Hears 5 they'll ftilh Sail as the Wind ſerves, by the fame 


_ Ind ced the Scheme of their Principles is fo legible inthe C Omprentas 
ris which they have put upon them by their PraGice 5 and their Hy- 


pocriſie iſo grofly betray'd by their ContradiQions z and their Per- 
ſotis lo expos'd to the ſhame and ſcorn of all Zoyal and Honeſt Men: ; 


that iti 2ery Modeſty, at leaft for one whole Age, they.onght toretire 
behind the Crrtaim to furniſh themſclyes with new Habits of Diſgniſe, 
and dreſs up their Sceres of Sedition with freſh Pretcnces, betoicthey 


- venture to att the ame parfovera ſecond time. . | 
| But if their Zeal does fo far out-run their Wit and Policy, that 
' they muſt ficeds bring their o/d AFors upon the Stage, to rehearſe 


the Bloody Tragedy, and keep it ſtill in Memory ; or if they will be 


 wheadling a fteth Set of Proſetjtes to efpouſe their Good old Canſe, and 
ſet on their young Cubs to take the Scent of the /ate Rebellion, and 


han wpor't dry-/60t ; there's Iittle to be ſaid to its 'tis arl evident 
Sign that the Republican Wheel 1s ſtillin motion, and their, Myitery 
of Iniquity very earneſt at work amongſt us; and our prudert and. 
Watchful Goiernonrs ate highly concern'd to have an Eye open to 
obſerve it. 
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